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he recalled. “The work was so in-
teresting and engaging that before
[ was really aware of it almost 39
years had passed.”

At the time Dickey was cited by
the Army, he held 13 patents on pro-
peller items. Although he gained
those patents on his own, it was in the
field of such research that he took
greatest pride. “The government in-
vited citizens to submit any ideas
they had that might contribute to the
defense of the nation,” he said.

“I felt that those ideas hatched by
citizens should be treated in confi-
dence because a lot of them were
associated with patentable ideas.
And so we leaned over backwards to
treat the information in a confidential
manner and not to cripple their pur-
suit by getting patents that were as-
sociated with their ideas.

“We took the position—at least
we did at our laboratory—that if we
could contribute an idea to theirs,
help it out, make it better, we gave it
to them. I felt proud of my contribu-
tion in gaining their confidence, of
our part in furthering their ideas,” he
said.

Dickey retired in 1957 at the age
of 64.

In another article, written in 1943
following Mr. Dickey’s “Award for
Exceptional Civilian Service”, it was
mentioned that the award would
have been made by President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, had he not been
called to Casablanca for a meeting
with Winston Churchill.

The Club appreciates the help of
Alan Watton, Club member since
1944, as well as an electrical engi-
neer of long standing with the labo-
ratories at WPAFB, who is
acquainted with Mr. Dickey. In addi-
tion to furnishing the above informa-
tion, he writes:

Adam Dickey's entire profes-
sional career of some forty years was
closely associated with the develop-
ment of propellers for military air-

craft, including both reciprocating
and turbine engine applications.

He served as the Technical Direc-
tor of the Propeller Laboratory from
1939 to 1957. Many of us came to
respect and appreciate the high pro-
fessional standards that he set for the
organization. During this period of
time he was associated with a host of
technical developments during
World War Il and afterwards for
which he was awarded the Excep-
tional Civilian Service Award in
1943,

One airplane that is still flying
today and in which he and his people
played a key role in the development
of the propellers and engines is the
C-130 transport aircraft. His profes-
sionalism in engineering work is re-
flected in the record of high
reliability and flight safety of these
aircraft. Something over 1500 of the
aircraft have been built and operated
all over the world by the military
services of many nations and by a
variety of governmental and com-
mercial organizations.

He first became associated with
propellers in 1917 during World War
I while he was still working at the
Westinghouse Company in Pitts-
burgh (in connection with the devel-
opment of a bakelite propeller for the
Liberty engine, including the setting
up of an electrically-driven propeller
test rig).

He came to McCook Field in
1919, and was involved in a variety
of early propeller developments, in-
cluding the designing and building of
a second propeller test rig.

He was closely associated with
the move of the aeronautical research
and development activities to Wright
Field in 1927. In that connection, the
story is that he and a man named
M.A. Smith (an electrical engineer,
also from Westinghouse) came
down to the library of the Engineers’
Club to find the peace and privacy to
write the specifications for the new
Propeller Whirl Rigs to be built at the
new installation. He supervised the
subsequent construction of the
facility.

Attention Writers

The Dayton Engineer is soliciting ar-
ticles for publication in this monthly
newsletter. The articles can be onany
subject including business, humor,
technology, science, poems and all
related subjects.

Please call the Club at 228-2148 if
you are interested.

Call for Luncheon
Speakers

The Technical Education Committee
is planning the fall and winter lunch-
eon speaker program. Presentations
are 30 to 45 minutes in length.
Previous topics include: Superconduc-
tivity, Cold Fusion, Quality in Manu-
facturing,  Wright  Stepp:
Engineering Education, National
Aero-Space Program.
The presentations have been well re-
ceived with 20 to 80 attendees at each
luncheon.

To discuss possible subjects and
flexible dates, call Committee Chair-
man Harvey R. Tuck at 274-5853.

FOR SALE

6 — Custom designed drafting
tables 3' x 5', parallel drafting
bars and upholstered adjust-
able drafting stools

$2850
Call 294-0477

1 — Mayline drafting table 3’
x 5', parallel drafting bar

$325
Call 294-0477
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