Historical Achievements |

Dr. Carroll A.
“Ted” Hochwalt was
born in Dayton in
April 1899, the son
of a writer and pub-
| lisher. He was
| educated in Dayton
| public schools and
the University of
Dayton, where he
| received his degree in
| chemistry in 1920.
He promptly went to
| work with General
Motors Corporation
as a research chemist
in the development
of tetraethyl lead
anti-knock fuel for
automobiles.

Dr. Hochwalt teamed up with Dr. Charles Allen
Thomas to establish the Hochwalt & Thomas Labora-
tories to conduct chemical research, and, in 1935, he
received his doctorate degree in chemistry.

The Hochwalt & Thomas Laboratories was sold to
Monsanto Chemical Company in 1936 and became that
company’s principal research center. During World War II,
Dr. Hochwalt became actively involved in the work of the
Manhattan Project, which did major national research in
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the development of the atomic bomb. He worked as a
consultant and member of the National Defense Research
Committee in the development of solid propellants.

In July of 1946, he was present at the Bikini Atoll, as
an official witness of the testing of the fourth and fifth
atomic bombs. :

As stated by Monsanto’s board chairman and chief
executive officer, Richard ]J. Mahoney, “Dr. Hochwalt
was a pioneer of chemical technology, who helped to
create Monsanto’s legacy of science and technology!”

In 1948, Dr. Hochwalt became coordinator of all
research, development and patents for Monsanto, and,
in 1949, became a member of Monsanto’s Board of
Directors. In 1956, Dr. Hochwalt was honored as the
12th winner of the Midwest Award of the American
Chemical Society. He was cited for “Scientific achieve-
ment, leadership, and contributions to the dignity of the
scientist as a citizen!”

Dr. Hochwalt served as the first president of the
Chemstrand Corporation, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Monsanto. When he retired in 1964, Dr. Hochwalt had
received a rotal of 92 patents!

Dr. Hochwalt served as a director of the University of
Dayton, a director of St. Elizabeth Hospital, and a trustee
of the Charles F. Kettering Foundation. He had moved
to a suburb of St. Louis, where he passed away in 1987,
at age 88.

Dr. Hochwalt helped to make this Miami Valley—
THE VALLEY OF THE GIANTS!
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