An Interview with John Janning
By Becky Smith

Editor’s Note: John L. Janning, research scientist, inventor, and
public speaker, was born in Dayton, Ohio on March 30, 1928. The
most renown of his 69 UL.S. patents and over 250 patents worldwide
is “Alignment Film for a Liguid Crystal Display Cell.” Janning was
a Sloan Fellow from MIT and is among one of the 83 honored on
Dayton’s historic “Walk of Fame” on West Third Street. Prior to
being awarded the Joe Desch Award at the June 16 Annual Meeting,
Janning sat down for an interview to discuss his impressive body of
work. (Read the interview on page 5.)

* Among your many patents and inventions, what
would you say you are most known for?

That would probably be LCD—liquid crystal display. It was
actually invented by Jim Ferguson, but Ferguson’s displays
lasted only a couple weeks before moisture got in and ruined
them. While I was working at National Cash Register in
Dayton, I became intrigued with LCDs and out of curiosity
I started working in my lab to create an LCD that would last.
I had success at the first shot. My patent made it possible to
seal displays hermetically, and ultimately led to the large-scale
manufacturing of LCDs. I was able to perfect what Ferguson
started; I created permanent alignment—alignment that can
last for 1,000 years.

* What is something you’ve been working on more
recently?

Staylit Christmas Lights. These Christmas lights will really
make an impact. They don't require any maintenance; inside
of every light socket there is a tiny microchip that, when the
light string is operating properly, does nothing; however, as
soon as something happens to the bulb the microchip activates
and allows the rest of the string to continue to stay lit. Staylit
lights are sold worldwide in four countries other than the U.S.
My girls [Janning’s daughters and wife] were able to see my
lights displayed at Rockefeller Center in New York City.

* What are some of the roadblocks or struggles you
have encountered in your career as an inventor?

I've had to go to court to settle the debate of who should get
credit for some of my inventions. Unfortunately, there used
to be a trend that led to an employer taking the credit for
something his employee had actually conceived. For example,
in 1961 1 conceived the idea for thermal printing, but my boss’s
name ended up on the patent. It has taken much effort and
several lawsuits, but I eventually received compensation and
my due credit for all of my patents.

* You're retired from NCR, have you worked
anywhere else?

I worked as an electronic technician for the University of
Dayton for a couple of years before I was hired on to NCR. My
work with UD was actually quite interesting. I participated
in the Atomic and H-bomb testing in the Frechman Flats. I
stood 14 miles away and was required to wear high-density
goggles. They were all pre-dawn shots . . . [ can remember the
tremendous heat and the mushroom clouds.

* Where do you do all your creating and
inventing now?

I have a lab on Wilmington Pike where I like to play and make
things happen.

* What do you consider your best discovery?

My best discovery is right here; she’s sitting right next to me
[motioning toward Dolores Janning, his wife of 55 years]. We
have seven children together. Each of my children has done
well and we are both very proud.

At the Annual Meeting, outgoing President Harry Seifert expressed gratitude for

untold “hours of dedicated help” to the Club, and mentioned some members specifically:

Ben Graham: For leading the Ideas Committee and
ensuring continuous quality Friday night programs and
other events as well as his emails reminding members of
upcoming activities.

Chuck Stuart: For help with the Membership Committee,
halting the gradual decline in our membership, turning it
around, and bringing in members in all age groups.

Jim Papa: For help with several events and particularly
his lead in planning and executing the February gala
celebrating the 90th anniversary of our club building.

Leatha Stewart: For help with the holiday party, with the
gala, and planting and tending the parking lot garden.

Phil Mowry: For his leadership of the many initiatives of
the Marketing Committee.

Richard Palmer: For help getting out email notices to our
members.
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Bob Hocking: For help with the continually challenging
maintenance of our building and grounds.

John Bosch: For help with the outstanding :
programming for our Barn Gang Tuesday Luncheon
Programs.

David Drumm: For help with the House Committee
and with our audiovisual systems.

Hap Cawood: For help with our newsletters and our
Express.

Anne Stoops: For help with the finances of the
foundation of our Engineers Club. :

Chuck Allport: For help leading the board of our :
Engineers Club Foundation. :

Fred Dudding: For help developing our Deeds,
Kettering, and Wright Society “permanent giving :
campaign. :
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